
WISCONSIN ADULT SOCCER ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 3001 NAME
The name of this organization shall be the Wisconsin Adult Soccer Association, a division of the Wisconsin Soccer Association (WSA), and will be referred to as the WASA in this Constitution and By-laws.

ARTICLE 3002 PURPOSE AND TERRITORY    

The purpose of this organization shall be the supervision, regulation, promotion, and development of soccer in the State of Wisconsin and additional territories in other states as granted by the United States Soccer Federation (USSF).

ARTICLE 3003 AFFILIATION
The WASA is an affiliate of the USSF and the Wisconsin Soccer Association Inc. (WSA).

ARTICLE 3004 HEADQUARTERS
The headquarters of this organization shall be in the state of Wisconsin.

ARTICLE 3005 COLORS
The official colors of this Association shall be red, white and blue.

ARTICLE 3006 MEMBERSHIP
Section 3006.1 (Application for Membership)  Any properly constituted club, league or association interested in the promotion of soccer and operating within the territory granted to the WASA, may apply for membership, if it meets the standards of the WASA, WSA, and the USSF.         (3-19-94)

Section 3006.2 (Written Application) Application for membership must be made in writing to the secretary of the Board of Commissioners of the WASA.  The letter of application must be accompanied by (1) payment of annual dues which, if membership is refused, shall be refunded; (2) three correct and certified copies of its constitution, rules, and by-laws; (3) club, league or association colors; (4) franchise fee shall be charged to each club.  Any subsequent changes, additions or amendments to any member's Constitution, Organizational Rules, or Playing and Administrative Rules must be submitted to the WASA Rules Committee and final approval by the WSA Executive Board.          
 (8-26-95)

Section 3006.3 (Acceptance) The Board of Commissioners shall have sole power to determine qualification for membership and to accept or reject any applicant.

Section 3006.4 (Annual Dues) Membership in good standing is subject to the timely payment of annual dues.  A member who has not paid annual dues shall have all rights of membership suspended.  Annual dues must be paid prior to the Annual General Membership meeting.  Furthermore, all clubs, leagues, and associations affiliated with the WASA must register every soccer player and every soccer team that is sponsored, financed, coached or administered by the club, league or association, whether they be male or female, members of traveling teams, competitive teams, intramural programs, recreational programs, educational programs or house programs.

Section 3006.5 (Failure to Pay Dues) the failure of any member to pay annual dues or other monies justly assessed against a club, league or association of membership shall be sufficient cause for suspension of membership or termination of franchise.  The failure to register all players and teams may result in an organization being placed in bad standing by the WASA and by the WSA and USSF.

Section 3006.6 (Coaches, Administrators & Referees)  Individual coaches, administrators and referees are members of this association through their affiliation or association with properly affiliated clubs or associations or as elected officers or committee chairmen.

Section 3006.7 (Voting)  In all matters which are properly presented to the Board of Directors, each member club, team or association with an adult team (s) in an adult spring and fall league having completed the two-year probationary period and in good standing shall have voting rights set forth in the Constitution and By-laws of this association.        (8-9-2003)

ARTICLE 3007 AUTHORITY
This organization shall be governed by this Constitution and by its duly approved By-laws, Rules and Regulations, all of which are subject to the constitution, rules and regulations of the WSA and United States Soccer Federation.

The authority of this organization, except where otherwise delegated herein, is vested in a Board of Directors, consisting of the duly elected Board of Commissioners and one (1) representative of each affiliated region.         (3-19-94)

ARTICLE 3008 SUSPENSION OF RULES
Suspension of rules will be covered by Roberts Rules of Order.

ARTICLE 3009 COUNCIL
Section 3009.1 (Authority) The authority of this Association, except that which is herein otherwise delegated, shall be vested in a council consisting of the duly elected Commissioners of this Association and a representative from each affiliated member.

Section 3009.2 (Right to Vote) The members of the State Board shall have the right to cast one vote each, except in the election of the twelve executive officers of the Wisconsin Soccer Association.

Each member adult club, team or association, with an adult team (s) in an adult spring and fall league having completed the two-year probationary period and in good standing, shall have voting powers as set forth in the Constitution and By-laws of this Association.  Voting shall be as follows:

     Up to 20 teams...................................one vote

     21 teams to 49 teams..........................two votes

     50 teams to 74 teams..........................three votes

     75 teams and over..............................four votes

Member clubs, team(s) or associations in good standing shall be entitled to have representatives at general membership meetings, for voting purposes, as detailed above.  All entitled votes may be exercised by the representative or representatives present even if not all are present at the time of a vote.

 (8-9-2003)

Section 3009.3 (Jurisdiction) This Association shall have jurisdiction over all leagues, clubs, officials, referees, and players affiliated with it.

Section 3009.4 (Council Duties)  The Council, except in matters herein otherwise delegated, shall transact all business of this Association directly or by delegation of its authority to such person or persons whom it may from time to time designate.  The Council shall enforce the rules of the United States Soccer Federation, Inc. and of this Association.  The Council shall have the power to review, ratify, alter or reject decisions and policies of the Board of Commissioners, or of any other committee (except decisions of the Appeals Board or as a result of USSF Cup Competition) or of any person, except in those cases herein provided or which may be specified from time to time to the contrary by action of the Council.    (8-26-95)

It shall have the authority to arrange soccer games of any nature whatsoever in its own name, and to that end it may marshal and demand the support of any or every member of this Association and/or its or their affiliated organizations and personnel; directly administer all adult competitions where there is eligibility for participation from and league competition between teams from more than one WASA region; to create and manage or to create and to delegate the management under its direction to others of an injured players' fund and/or any organization which it may deem expedient for the welfare of the game of soccer; to demand and to make available such papers, books, documents, and accounts of its members and/or of their subordinate and affiliated organizations and personnel for the council's review which it may from time to time require; to investigate and correct and demand to be corrected unfavorable conditions which may develop in the organizations of its members and/or the subordinate and affiliated organizations thereof; to suspend and expel, and/or impose such assessments or penalties upon any team, club, league, association and/or person under its jurisdiction guilty of violation or breach of the rules of this Association and/or the United States Soccer Federation, Inc. to settle all disputes between two or more members of this Association; and to do anything and everything which it may deem expedient and to enforce the purpose for which this Association was organized; subject nevertheless to appeals and decisions of the United States Soccer Federation, Inc.     (6-1-96)
Section 3009.5 (Board of Commissioners)  The elected Commissioners of this Association whose duty it shall be to examine the credentials of every representative and alternate representative of members of this Association who apply to be seated in the Council; to have the power to transact all business of this Association when the Council is not in session; to perform such duties as the Council may delegate; and to directly administer all adult leagues that have a statewide participation eligibility.       (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 3010 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Section 3010.1 (Officers) The officers of this Association shall include the four commissioners and they shall take office immediately following election.  The President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting.  The President-elect must have served a term as a commissioner to be eligible.      (8-9-2003)

Section 3010.2 (Election)  At each Annual General Meeting the affiliated adult club members of the association shall elect their officers, known as Commissioners, each to serve in a specific office as defined in the by-laws.  The President and Secretary shall be elected in odd number years.  The Vice-President and Treasurer shall be elected in even numbered years.  The four (4) Commissioners shall be elected by ballot at the Annual General Meeting of this Association. It shall be necessary for any person elected to any office to receive a plurality of the votes cast.  They shall hold office for two years and until successors qualify.  They shall be eligible for re-election.  Club officers, managers, players and referees must resign from these positions upon election as commissioner.  The President shall appoint a Nominating Committee prior to the Annual Meeting whose duty shall be to select and screen a slate of nominees for commissioners to be placed on the ballot.  
 (8-26-95)

Section 3010.2A (State Board)   In addition to the four (4) elected officers, the following members should be eligible to sit as a Director of the State Board at all WSA meetings.  Representatives of the Metro Region, Capitol Region, Northern Region, WSA Coaches Association, WSA Referee's Unit, and immediate past President.           (8-26-95)

Section 3010.2B (State Board)  Any group with more than 20 adult teams would be qualified to be considered to be represented on the State Board, if the group is declared as a region.     (8-26-95)

Section 3010.3 (President) The President of the Association shall preside at all meetings.  He shall pass upon and approve all bills incurred by the Association.  He shall appoint all committees and Appeals Board, and shall be an ex-officio member of these bodies.  He shall have one vote in the committees.  He shall be a delegate to all National and Regional meetings.       (3-19-94)

Section 3010.4 (Vice President) The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in the latter's absence.

Section 3010.5 (Secretary) The Secretary shall record the minutes of all meetings and attend to all correspondence.         (8-9-2003)

Section 3010.6 (Treasurer)   The Treasurer shall maintain a detailed account of the income and expenditures thereof.  He/she shall deposit all funds on a weekly basis to the Treasurer of the WSA.    
    (8-9-2003)

Section 3010.7 (Games Commissioner)  The Games Commissioner shall issue permits for all games played under the jurisdiction of this Association, rule on all protests within his authority, and shall keep a file on game reports, and on suspended players and other suspensions, and report all suspensions to the Board of Commissioners.  The Games Commissioner shall be appointed by the President of the WASA.                            (8-26-95)

Section 3010.8 (Honorary Director) the Council may bestow the title of Honorary Director upon any person who has performed meritorious service to this Association and may vest in him rights and privileges which it may deem proper.               

Section 3010.9 (Absence) Any representative absent from three (3) consecutive unexcused meetings of the Board of Directors or State Board shall thereby forfeit without additional formality his/her right to hold office for the unexpired term.
(8-26-95)

Section 3010.10 (Vacancy)  In the event a vacancy occurs in any office other than of the President, the President may appoint a temporary successor until the next quarterly meeting when the Council shall fill the position in the manner herein prescribed for the election of officers at the annual meeting.    (8-26-95)

Section 3010.11 (Representation)  A commissioner may be a member of any club, league or association, but in the event of any grievance involving said organization, he/she may not act in its behalf, nor be entitled to vote on the grievance.
  (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 3011 MEETINGS
Section 3011.1 (Meetings) The Annual Meeting of this Association shall be held in the Fourth Quarter of the Year.  Other meetings of the Council shall be held at the call of the Board of Commissioners.

                                              






     (6-16-07)

Section 3011.2 (Special Meetings)  Special meetings of this Association may be called at any time by the President or upon written demand to the President of one-third or more of the total membership.  The special meeting shall be called within two (2) weeks of such demand.  Such request must be submitted by registered mail.               (8-26-95)

Section 3011.3 (Written Notice) for all meetings, the Secretary shall give written notice to all parties concerned.  In case of a special meeting, the purpose shall be embodied on that notice and no matter other than that specified shall be considered.

Section 3011.4 (Non-Attendance) Teams not represented at any Council meeting of the Wisconsin Soccer Association shall be assessed a non-attendance fine.             (8-26-95)

Section 3011.5 (Guests) Guests may attend and/or speak with the permission of the President.      
     (3-19-94)

ARTICLE 3012 DISAFFILIATION
Any team, club, league or association disbanding or withdrawing from this Association shall give written notice of such intent to this Association.  Failure to comply shall be referred to the Board of Commissioners for appropriate action.  

   (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 3013 DISSOLUTION
In case of dissolution, the assets of this association, after paying all or providing for debts and/or obligations of this association, shall be conveyed and distributed to the Wisconsin Soccer Association, for the use in support of soccer in the state of Wisconsin.

ARTICLE 3014 AMENDMENTS
This Constitution may be amended by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the voting power of the membership present at the Annual General Meeting.    (8-26-95) 
ARTICLE 3015 FISCAL YEAR
The fiscal year of the Wisconsin Soccer Association shall run from January 1 to December 31 of every year.

WISCONSIN ADULT SOCCER ASSOCIATION

BY-LAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS
ARTICLE 4001 ORDER OF BUSINESS
The Order of Business at all regular meetings of the Council shall be as follows: (1)Roll Call; (2)Minutes of Previous Meeting; (3)Communications; (4)Report of the Board of Commissioners; (5)Report of other Committees; (6)Financial Report of Treasurer; (7)Unfinished Business; (8)New Business; (9)Miscellaneous items; (10)Adjournment.     (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4002 OFFICERS
Section 4002.1 (Officers) The officers of this association shall consist of four duly elected members of the Board of Commissioners.  The four commissioners shall be: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Section 4002.2 (President) The President of the Board of Commissioners shall be elected in odd numbered years at the Annual General Meeting, for a period of two years.  He/She will be a Vice-

President of the WSA for the duration of his/her term.  He/She will direct the WSA Adult Division.  The President may be removed from office, for reasonable cause, and in due process, in a special meeting of the Board of Directors, as defined in Article XI of the Constitution, with a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of all Directors.  The President of the Board of Commissioners shall be responsible for presiding at all meetings of the Board of Directors, appointing all committees (standing and ad hoc) serving the association and he/she shall be an ex-officio member of these committees.  He/She shall have one vote in the committees.  In the event a vacancy in any office, other than that of President of the Board of Commissioners, the President may appoint a temporary successor. The President shall be a USSF delegate.          (8-26-95)

Section 4002.3 (Vice-President) The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in the latter's absence.  He/She shall be elected in even numbered years and shall serve a two-year term.  The Vice-President of the WASA shall be responsible for the registration of players for the WASA.  It will be the option of the Vice-President to appoint a qualified person or committee to assist him/her.  The State Cup Competition and National Cup Competition shall be under the direct supervision of the Vice-President of the WASA.     
(3-19-94)

Section 4002.4 (Secretary) The Secretary of the Board of Commissioner shall assume the duties of the President and Vice-President in the absence of both aforementioned officers.  He/She shall maintain records of meetings.  He/She shall maintain all correspondence and communications essential to the conduct of business of the association.  He/She shall serve a two-year term and be elected in odd numbered years.

Section 4002.5 (Treasurer) The Treasurer of the Board of Commissioners shall participate in the receipt and disbursement of funds.  He/She shall maintain records of all monetary transactions of the WASA.  He/She shall chair the budget committee, and prepare a budget for approval of the Board of Commissioners in December, and for the Annual General Membership meeting. He/She shall prepare monthly balance sheets.          (3-19-94)

Section 4002.6 Each affiliated region shall designate its representatives to the Board of Directors.

Section 4002.7 The immediate past President of the WASA shall be a member of the Board of Commissioners for two years after a new President has been elected and has one vote.

Section 4002.8 The President appoints chairpersons of the following committees.  Duties and committee specifications are as determined by the President.  These persons shall be non-voting members of the Board of Commissioners and voting members of the Board of Trustees.

Section 4002.8.A (Public Relations) This officer shall provide news promotional and educational information for the "State Newsletter" and general informational communications to the news media and WASA regions.

Section 4002.8.B (State Referee Administrator) The duties of this officer shall be:  a liaison between the WASA and the State Referee Association, scheduling of referee clinics and workshops, and assisting in the scheduling of referees for the WASA State Cup play.

Section 4002.8.C (WASA State Coach) The duties of this officer are to schedule clinics, workshops, and carry out the National license programs in the state as directed by the WSA.

ARTICLE 4003 DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS
Section 4003.1 (Regional Commissioners) Regional Commissioners shall be elected by affiliated associations and/or clubs within their boundaries to form a "Regional Board."  Positions on this Board shall be:  Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary/Treasurer or Secretary, Treasurer, Regional Representatives to the Board of Directors of the WASA.  The Regional Representatives to the Board of Directors may be the officers of the District.

Section 4003.2 (Regional Committees) Each Regional Board shall establish at least two committees: 1) a Registration Committee; and 2) a Scheduling Committee.  It is the duty of the Regional Board to appoint committee chairpersons.

Section 4003.3 (Regional Board of Commissioners) The Regional Board of Commissioners shall conduct all business affairs of their area, including:  1) enforce the By-laws and Rules of the association; 2) schedule and approve all competitions to be played under the auspices of their area; 3) schedule or assist in scheduling all officiating personnel for the scheduled games; 4) approve all educational, promotional and training programs to be held under the auspices of their area.

Section 4003.4 (Secretary) The Regional Commissioner's Secretary is responsible for sending copies of the minutes of all Regional meetings to the WASA President in a timely fashion.

Section 4003.5 (Club Dues) Verify that each Regional club has paid annual dues.

Section 4003.6 (Regional Dues) Verify that their Region has paid annual dues.

ARTICLE 4004 REGIONAL MEETING
Regional meetings shall be held at least twice per year.

ARTICLE 4005 QUORUM
A quorum shall have been formed when 12 or more members in good standing in the WASA are present.        (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4006 AFFILIATION FEE
Application for membership to the WASA must be made in writing to the Secretary of the WASA.  Included with application will be: 1) a correct and certified copy of the organization's Constitution and By-laws or Articles of Incorporation; and 2) affiliation fee (Per current approved fee schedule).

ARTICLE 4007 ANNUAL DUES
Each affiliated association, club, league or region shall pay annual dues (Per current approved fee schedule).

ARTICLE 4008 FINES
Fines of $10.00 to $250.00 for noncompliance with rules and regulations of the WASA may be assessed by the District Games Commissioner.  Fines of over $250.00 to a maximum of $500.00 may be assessed only by the WASA Board of Commissioners.  Fines of over $500.00 may be assessed only by a WASA State Board decision.            (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4009 PRIORITY RULES
No rule shall be passed by the WASA inconsistent with the By-laws and rules of the WSA, or the USSF.  In the event of conflict, the By-laws of the WSA and USSF shall govern.

ARTICLE 4010 AMENDMENTS
Any proposals or motions to amend the By-laws and Rules of this association must be made in writing to the secretary of the association 30 days prior to a meeting of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE 4011 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET
The Board of Commissioners shall prepare a proposed budget for the next fiscal year subsequent to audit completion.  The proposed budget shall be presented to the Board of Directors, prior to the Annual General Meeting and to the General membership at the Annual General Meeting, under the agenda item "new business."  Budget approval must be carried by a majority affirmative vote of the delegates attending the Annual General Meeting.

ARTICLE 4012 MEMBER VOTING RIGHTS
Each member club, team (s) or association with an adult team (s) in an adult spring and fall league having completed the two-year probationary period and in good standing, shall have voting powers as set forth in the Constitution and By-laws of this association.  Voting shall be as follows:

    1 to 20 teams.............One vote

    21 to 49 teams............Two votes

    50 to 74 teams............Three votes

    75 teams and over.........Four votes

Member clubs or association in good standing shall be entitled to have representatives at the General Membership meeting, for voting purposes, as detailed above.  All entitled votes may be exercised by the representative or representatives present even if not all are present at the time of vote.
  (8-9-2003)

ARTICLE 4013 PROTEST AND APPEALS
Section 4013.1 (Board) The Appeals Board shall consist of 3 to 5 impartial members and the Board of Commissioners of the WASA.  Each member of the Appeal Board shall have one (1) vote.  The President shall cast a vote only in case of a tie.
  (8-26-95)

Section 4013.2 (Procedure) A protest of an affiliated subordinate organization and/or game referee shall be submitted in writing in duplicate to the Games Commissioner within five (5) days of such grievance together with a protest fee.  The Games Commissioner shall forward one (1) copy of such protest to the other parties involved, along with any and all documents or reports requested by either club.  Such protest shall be accepted by the Games Commissioner if postmarked not later than midnight of the fifth day following the date of the game.  The Games Commissioner shall within ten (10) days rule on such protest.              (8-26-95)

The decision of the Regional Games Commissioner may be appealed to the Appeals Board of this Association provided such appeal is submitted to the Secretary in writing in duplicate with an appeals fee within five (5) days of such notification.  The Secretary shall forward one (1) copy of such appeal to the other parties involved.  The Secretary upon receipt of the appeal and fee shall call a meeting of the Appeals Board of this Association to hear the case.  The decision of the Appeals Boards shall be binding upon all parties concerned, subject only to further appeal to WSA  When it is necessary for the Appeals Board of this Association to expend monies to consider and adjudicate an appeal, it may determine by whom and when such expenses shall be paid.  A plea of ignorance to the rules and by-laws is not sufficient grounds for appeals or protest.        (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4014 AUDITING COMMITTEE
The Auditing Committee shall consist of three (3) members and shall audit all records of the Association at the direction of the President and submit a written report and recommendations, if any, following its examination.  One such report shall be available at the annual meeting.

ARTICLE 4015 PENALTIES, DEBTS AND ASSESSMENTS
A debt of any club, league, association or person of this Association shall be paid within ten (10) days of such notification.  Failure to comply shall result in additional fines and/or suspension.

ARTICLE 4016 BENEFIT GAME FOR THE ASSOCIATION
Section 4016.1 (Event Precedence)  This Association may designate certain date(s) for the benefit of this Association.  On this occasion(s) all players, teams, clubs, leagues or associations under the jurisdiction of this Association, shall be at the disposal of this Association and no player or club may participate in any other game on such date, except as may be authorized by this Association.  A team, club, league or association violating this rule shall be assessed One Hundred Dollars ($100.00).

Section 4016.2 (Player Participation) Players selected to represent the Association in such benefit game(s) who fail to comply after having agreed to participate shall be suspended for six (6) months unless they have been excused for economic, scholastic or personal hardship.  In the event of a dispute in the enforcement of the article, the procedure outlined in Article II, Section 2, shall be followed with the exception that there shall be no appeal to the USSF.

ARTICLE 4017 RECOGNITION
This Association shall recognize suspensions and other rulings of other State Associations of which it has been officially notified and which comply with USSF rules and regulations.

ARTICLE 4018 JURISDICTION
Every team, club, league, association or region shall have jurisdiction over its internal affairs, except as herein provided otherwise.  Notification of suspensions or expiration of suspensions shall be sent to the secretary of this association and the secretary of the appropriate district.          (8-26-95)

The boundaries of WSA Regions shall be established by the WSA Council and shall correspond to those of the Wisconsin counties.  Any club headquartered within a region's geographic area will be under the administrative authority of that Regional Board.  Clubs which participate in state-wide leagues operated by the WASA are responsible to the Board for all matters pertaining to the operations of that league.  
   (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4019 RESPONSIBILITY
Each team, club, league or association shall take all precautions necessary to prevent disorder at games.  Responsibility for police protection is with the home team.  Failure to comply shall be referred to the Board of Commissioners for appropriate action.       (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4020 REPRESENTATION
No dispute, claim, protest or appeal shall be presented to or defended in this Association, except by a bonafide member of the team, club, league or association concerned.

No legal action may be instituted by any player, team, league, club or association unless and until all avenues of recourse have been exhausted within this association, WSA and the USSF.

A lawyer shall not represent a player, team, league, club or association unless he is a bonafide member of one of the above.       (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4021 NON-AFFILIATED TEAMS
Teams affiliated with the WASA playing with non-affiliated teams or in a non-sanctioned tournament shall be assessed a fine. (Per Current Approved Fee Schedule)

ARTICLE 4022 PERMITS
All games (except National Amateur, National Challenge Cup and International Games) must have the permission of the Games Commissioner of this Association.  A request for permission to play an interstate exhibition game in Wisconsin must be submitted in writing with a fee to the appropriate Regional Games Commissioner at least two (2) weeks prior to such game. Requests for permission to play an international game must be submitted in writing to the Board of Commissioners, along with the proper fee.  Failure to comply shall result in a fine.  (Per Current Approved Fee Schedule)  Rules or regulations for Cup or Trophy games must also be submitted.  Permits shall not be granted where the game's net income does not accrue to the team, club, league or association participating.    
    (8-26-95)

Request to host a tournament must be accompanied by the required fee, and the proper form completely filled out at least 30 days prior to the scheduled tournament.  (Per Current Approved Fee Schedule)  All information is to be sent to the President of the WASA.             (8-26-95)

Request for Travel Permits to attend out-of-state tournaments must be accompanied by the host tournaments sanctioning form, the team's official USSF/WASA roster and the required fee.  (Per Current Approved Fee Schedule)  All requests are to be sent to the President of the WASA.              (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4023 SUSPENSIONS
Section 4023.1 (Suspended teams) Affiliated teams playing against suspended teams or clubs shall be assessed a fine.  (Per Current Approved Fee Schedule)

Section 4023.2 (Suspended Players) A team or club using a suspended player or players in any sanctioned games shall be assessed a fine, and shall forfeit the game.  (Per Current Approved Fee Schedule)

Section 4023.3 (Suspensions)  In any game under jurisdiction of this Association, the referee must report the name of player sent off the field and this player's pass must be submitted to the Regional Games Commissioner with the referee's report.  A suspended player(s) may not participate in the replay of the game.  Suspension herein referred to shall mean a player will not be able to participate in his team's regularly scheduled league or WSA cup games until the number of suspended playing games is satisfied. If a player is suspended for more than one (1) game, then one exhibition game shall count in his suspension.  A suspended player may not participate in any type of game whatsoever.  The following variable suspensions will be determined by the Regional Games Commissioner according to the offense:

A player accumulating a group of three cautions (yellow cards) during the playing season shall be immediately suspended for one game in league or cup play.   (8-26-95)

  (a) Unnecessary delay of game............1 game

  (b) Challenging referee........................1 to 4 games

  (c) Foul, rough play............................1 to 4 games

  (d) Ungentlemanly conduct

      (Profanity-Obscenity).....................3 to 6 games

  (e) Striking a player............................4 to 12 games

  (f) Fighting, causing a riot....................4 to 12 games

  (g) Referee abuse...............................4 games minimum

  (h) Referee assault.............................1 year or more

A club official reported by the referee will be dealt with by the Board of Commissioners.       (8-26-95)

Section 4023.4 (Suspension of Referees) A referee not reporting to assigned game without acceptable excuse will be fined the fee for that particular game.

Section 4023.4.A Referees accepting bribes will be dismissed from the Referee's Unit.

Section 4023.4.B The misinterpretation of the laws of the game by a referee will result in a fine of from $5.00 to $25.00.

Section 4023.4.C For ungentlemanly conduct by a referee, a fine of from $5.00 to $25.00 will be assessed.

Section 4023.4.D A Disciplinary Committee will rule on a referee reporting late for an assigned game and will also decide on the action of all unspecified matters.

ARTICLE 4024 OPEN/RESERVED DATES
No other games (except National Cup matches) shall be permitted on the date(s) of the final(s) of the Wisconsin Challenge Cup competition or league(s) championship game(s). Penalty for Violation of this rule shall result in a fine (see current schedule).      (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4025 UNSPECIFIED MATTERS
This Association is fully empowered to decide all matters not specifically provided for in the Constitution, By-laws and Rules and Regulations of this Association.

ARTICLE 4026 CLOSING OF PLAYING FIELD
This Association has the right to close any playing field for any situation detrimental to the welfare of soccer.

ARTICLE 4027 ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Expenses of Association officials and committees shall be defrayed by the Association if incurred in the appropriate conduct of Association business and if there are adequate Association funds to meet the expenses.

ARTICLE 4028 AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP
School organizations shall be entitled to representation without voting power.  Other groups may be affiliated under the same condition.

ARTICLE 4029 QUORUM
Twelve (12) voting members in good standing shall constitute a quorum to transact business in this Association.  
  (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4030 DISSOLUTION
If this Association dissolves for any reason, its assets shall be turned over to the USSF to be held in trust for the succeeding State Association.

ARTICLE 4031 DEFINITION OF CLUB
Where a club has more than one team, the word "Club" shall be replaced with the word "team" in the Constitution, Rules and By-Laws.

Section 4031.A A Club is an affiliated member of the WSA, having:

Section 4031.A (1)   A constitution, by-laws or rules regulating its organizational affairs;

Section 4031.A (2) has paid to the WASA the franchise fee.                           

Section 4031.B A team is an identifiable unit within a club that has paid an annual affiliation and registration fee to the WASA.      (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4032 MAJOR-RESERVE TEAMS
All teams playing in the Major Division must qualify by competing for one season in the Reserve or First Division and be offered promotion to the Majors Division by the WASA.
 (8-16-05)
Section 4032.A Any Division in the State that has Reserve and Youth teams playing in competition will be classified as a Major Division.

Section 4032.B No team may play outside of its Region providing there is an equivalent level of League competition available.

Section 4032.C   No Major Player can play on the Reserve team, but a Reserve player can be used on the Major team.  To keep control on which player is a Major and which is a Reserve, the WSA will use designated stickers on Reserve passes or change the color of the player's pass for Reserve Teams.

Section 4032.D Championship playoffs in Second Division and in any other Division where there are six or more teams playing in regular league competition will be held.

ARTICLE 4033 GAME CONDITIONS
The referee shall be the sole judge as to the playing condition of the field and player's equipment.  Protests regarding these conditions must be lodged with the referee and opposing captain by the protesting team before the game in writing in duplicate.  The game, nevertheless, must be played.  Players’ jerseys must have numerals on the back that are a minimum of eight inches in height.  Where colors of jerseys are similar, it is the responsibility of the home team to change jerseys.  Goalkeepers must wear a color which distinguishes them from other players.

Section 4033.1 (Rescheduled Games) Only the WASA Board has the authority to reschedule a league game. The WASA Board will accept heavy rain, standing water on the fields and competition in USASA sponsored tournaments as legitimate reasons to reschedule a league game.  All rescheduled games must be played within two weeks of the originally scheduled date. An extension will be granted if weather or home field conditions prevent the game from occurring during that initial two-week period. The home team is responsible for rescheduling the game with the opponent, contacting the WASA office and arranging for referees. Both teams are obligated to make the rescheduled game take place. The WASA board will rule on any game not played within the two-week reschedule period.  
 (8-14-2004)

ARTICLE 4034 FLOATERS
Between any two teams within a single club, players may "Float" from a lower level of competition to a higher level of competition.  No player registered for one level of competition may play at a lower level of competition unless having been first properly released from the higher level.  The total number of players who can be eligible to play in any game in any WSA competition, including both players registered for that team and floaters playing at a higher level may not exceed eighteen (18).

ARTICLE 4035 DEFINITION OF A LEAGUE
A league is a grouping of six or more teams that can form a Division with playoffs for the championship.

ARTICLE 4036 INDOOR PARTICIPATION
All Adult teams playing indoor must obtain WSA referees.  Any violations of this rule by either clubs or players will result in fines and/or suspensions.      (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4037 YOUTH PLAYERS               
Youth players can play with Adult teams if registered properly.    (8-26-95)

ARTICLE 4038 GAME OFFICIALS                       
Section 4038.1 (Affiliation) Only officials in good standing with the USSF and this Association shall be permitted to officiate.  An official may retain his club affiliation.  The WSA Referee's Unit has representation on the WASA State Board with one (1) vote.    (8-26-95)

Section 4038.2 (Fee) Officials’ fees and traveling expenses shall be set at the Regional annual meetings of this Association.

Section 4038.3 (Examination) Officials shall be examined and may be classified by this Association.              (8-26-95)

Section 4038.4 (Forfeits)  If a team fails to field at least seven (7) players within the grace period of ten (10) minutes, the referee shall have the team which is present line up and score a goal.  The absent team forfeits the game by the score of 1-0 and is automatically fined. The home team shall be responsible for the referee's fee and field rent.  If the home team received the forfeit, they may claim up to fifty dollars ($50.00) to meet their referee and field expenses.  If the away team received the forfeit, they shall receive twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for legitimate traveling expenses.  If the home team is absent, it shall be fined and in addition be responsible for the payment of the referee fee and field rent.  This excludes exhibition games.  If both teams fail to field at least seven (7) players within the grace period of ten (10) minutes, both teams forfeit, each team shall be fined, and the game shall not be rescheduled.  Failure of a referee to appear at a regularly scheduled game will result in a postponement of such game and reschedule at a later date.      (8-26-95)

Section 4038.5 (Player Identification) each player must present his identification card, with photograph included, to the referee before he is allowed to play in a game.  If a team has sufficient players but does not have identification cards, it shall be compelled to play an exhibition game, in addition to being fined for the forfeit.  Refusal to play an exhibition game will be referred to the Games Commissioner for appropriate action.     (8-26-95)            
Section 4038.6 (Game Report)  The referee must submit a report on all games under the jurisdiction of this Association, on the form provided, to the Games Commissioner within two (2) days after the game has been played.

Section 4038.7(Number of Officials) All Major, First Division and U23 league games will use a three-man referee system, if available. The center referee and two assistant referees shall be paid according to the WASA’s annual fee schedule. (8-14-2004)

ARTICLE 4039 PLAYER REGISTRATION
Section 4039.1 (Playing Season) The official playing season of this Association commences August 16 and closes August 15 the following year.  All amateur players are automatically released after August 15 of each year.

Section 4039.2 (Free Agents) When a club officially disbands, all amateur players are automatically released.

Section 4039.3 (Team Roster)
No team shall have more than twenty-four (24), nor less than eleven (11) registered players at any one time. Teams not having a minimum of eleven (11) players registered at any one time will be fined and will forfeit all scheduled league games until they meet the minimum registration requirement. Only eighteen (18) players are eligible to wear a uniform and sit on the team bench on game day.  (8-16-05)

Section 4039.3A (Youth Players on Roster) Youth players, age sixteen or seventeen at the time of their registration in the WASA, shall not be counted in the roster maximum of twenty-four (24) players. A team may roster up to five (5) additional youth players for a maximum roster size of twenty-nine players (29).  Youth players are counted in the eighteen (18) players eligible to participate on game day.    (8-16-05)
Section 4039.4 (Assist Players)  Teams wishing to use Assist Players in exhibition games must get the permission of the Games Commissioner and consent of the club or team of the registered player.  Also, an adult team using a youth player must have the permission of the Youth Commissioner.

Section 4039.5 (Ineligible Players) A club using an ineligible player shall be fined for each such violation and shall forfeit the game or games in which he played.    (8-26-95)

Section 4039.6 (Padding of Team) No player(s) either amateur or professional may be registered within fifteen days prior to the last scheduled league game. (A WASA scheduled league game does NOT include rescheduled games, playoff games or championship games). This rule shall apply to WASA indoor league play as well. (8-16-05)
Section 4039.7 (Jurisdiction over Registration and Releases) The Registration President has custody of the records pertaining to the registration, transfer and release of all amateur players under the jurisdiction of this Association, and shall administer the rules and regulations pertaining to such matters. Registration of professional players shall be governed by the registration rules of the USSF.

Section 4039.8 (Registration Form)  An amateur player, in order to participate in any competition, is required to register on the appropriate form which must be returned to the Registration President within five (5) days after the player has signed and completed it.  Registration forms shall be executed in the manner specified thereon in ink or typed, and shall be signed by the player in the presence of a witness who shall also affix his signature thereto.  There shall be a fee for each registration form set by the Wisconsin Soccer Association.

Section 4039.9 (Registration Waiting Period) An amateur player to be eligible to participate in any game must be registered with the Regional Registrar prior to the game.  The only exception to this rule is that a player released from a club during the playing season is required to wait thirty (30) days from the date of release before being eligible to play for another club.  This rule applies to out-of-state players as well as Wisconsin players.    (8-26-95)

Section 4039.9.A   In release and re-registration with his current or former club and team, during the playing season, there is no waiting period.

Section 4039.9.B  A player being re-registered with the same club and team or switching teams within the same club, can utilize the original registration form used by that player to register with that club for the playing season, by changing the pertinent information.

Section 4039.9.C Any player joining a Professional Indoor or Outdoor team affiliated or not, must have a release from the club that he is registered with.  Upon his return to his original club, he must wait 30 days to be eligible to play.

Section 4039.10 (Releases) The registration of an amateur player with any team may be terminated only by mutual consent or by the authority of this Association.  A player may not register for another club or team until his release form, properly executed in ink or typed, is in the possession of the Registrar.  In release and re-registration with his former club or team, there is no waiting period.  Any club or team executing a release form must forward the same to the Registrar, within two (2) days of its execution.  An amateur player's release may be held if the club or team has written evidence of club property not returned by the registered player.   (8-26-95)

No player registered with the WSA can play for any other team affiliated or not, without permission of either the Youth or Adult Games Commissioner.  That includes college, university or any other teams.

Section 4039.10A (Mid-season Releases) Players must prove they have no debt owed to their present club in order to be released mid-season. Debt may include player registration fees paid by the club for a full season, uniform or other club equipment. The manager of their present club must formally release players when a mid-season transfer is requested, and then a player may be re-registered by his new club.  (8-14-2004)

Section 4039.11 (Registration Acknowledgment) The Regional Registrar shall acknowledge in writing the receipt of all registration and release forms to each player's team, club, league or association.  Each player will receive a player identification card which must be signed by the respective player.      (8-26-95)

Section 4039.12 (Dual Registration)
Section 4039.12.A An adult player may register for more than one affiliated team if the teams participate in different adult age divisions of competition; i.e. U-23, Over 30, Major, etc. 

Section 4039.12.B A player who registers for more than one team within an adult age division will be eligible only for the first team they registered for, thereby, being ineligible for any other teams they are registered with.  A player registering with another team while already registered with the Registrar shall be suspended for a period of four (4) weeks.          (8-26-95)

Section 4039.12.C Player to be allowed for Dual Registration not belonging to same club should have written permit from the club for which he is originally registered.  

Section 4039.12.D   It is the responsibility of the second coach to notify the first coach of any card violations.

Section 4039.13 (Amateur Status) An amateur player may compete with a professional in soccer without affecting his amateur status.

Section 4039.14 (Payments to Amateurs) An amateur player shall not be compensated for his services as a player.  Any player, who received payment other than duly justified expenses for dress, travel or hotel charges, shall be declared a professional.  Duly justified expenses are those necessary for participation in matches or training.  Payments for broken time (loss of wages due to absence from employment) shall not be made.  In case of accident he may benefit by insurance, the premium of which may have been paid by his association or club.  If injured, he may (when he is insured or when the insurance does not cover the expense) receive from his association or club a pecuniary assistance provided consent thereof has been obtained from this Association.  If an amateur player is a paid employee of any club or association, he must prove on every demand that his services as a player are not a part of the wages paid to him in the capacity of an employee.  Any player who participates in soccer competition for money or merchandise of considerable value is a professional.  An amateur player who receives any payment whatsoever must deliver a receipt to this club's secretary setting forth specifically the items for which he has received remuneration or reimbursement and all receipts shall - always - be at the disposal of this Association on request.

When an amateur player is injured while playing soccer he shall, with the consent of this Association, be entitled to reimbursement for the payment of all medical bills without the loss of his amateur status.  Any sum in excess of the amount of these expenses received by benefit or by any other means except insurance must be paid to this Association, which shall hold such surplus in trust as a common fund for the payment of bills which may accrue by reason of injuries to other players.  The fact that a player is a dealer in sporting goods does not make him a professional.  An amateur is prohibited from endorsing advertising by use of his name or photograph.  An amateur player loses his status as such when a decision of this Association or of the United States Soccer Federation, Inc. declares him a professional.

Section 4039.15 (Player from other State or Foreign Associations) All amateur and professional players from other state associations or other national associations must obtain a temporary permit from the USSF.    (8-26-95)

Section 4039.16 (Professional Player) Registration, transfer or release of a professional player is governed by the USSF Rule Book.

Section 4039.17 (Game Lineup) Each team must submit its official game lineup to the referee before the game.

Section 4039.18 (Player Identification Cards) Every registered player from the WSA shall have a proper player identification card which will include the player's name, date of birth, a photograph and the player's signature.  Each card shall identify the level of competition which the player is registered to compete in.  All player identification cards are the property of the WSA Region which issued them and must be returned to the Regional Games Commissioner upon release of the player.  Each Region has the option of charging a fee to make identification cards.

ARTICLE 4040 OMNIBUS AMENDMENT
 (8-21-99)


Section 4040.1 (Openness)  The membership of the WASA and the members of the WASA shall be open to any soccer players, coaches, trainers, managers, administrators, and officials not subject to suspension under section 4 of Bylaw 241 of the United States Soccer Federation (“USSF”) and to any amateur soccer organization in its territory.

Section 4040.2 (Equal Opportunity) The WASA will not discriminate against any individual on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex or national origin.

Section 4040.3 (Procedure)  The USSF’s articles of incorporation, bylaws, policies, and requirements take precedence over and supersede the governing documents and decisions of the WASA and its members to the extent applicable under state law, and the WASA and its members will abide by those articles, bylaws, policies, and requirements.

Section 4040.4 (Conflict Avoidance) The WASA will not join any organization that has requirements that conflict with the USSF’s articles, bylaws, policies and requirements.

Section 4040.5 (Registration) The WASA shall register all of its players, coaches, teams, referees and administrators with the USSF at least once each year and timely pay all dues and fees of the USSF.

Section 4040.6 (Abidance) The WASA and its members will abide by the USSF’s articles, bylaws, policies, and requirements on interplay.

Section 4040.7 (Election) The WASA shall have a Board of Directors (or similar body) selected through an open and democratic election process.

Section 4040.8 (Reporting)  Actions and policies adopted by the Board of Directors (or similar body), Executive Committee, or officers of the WASA shall be reported to its membership, or their authorized representatives, at least once each year at a meeting of the WASA’s membership, with notice and agenda of the meeting at least 15 days in advance of the meeting.

Section 4040.9 (Financial Reporting)  The WASA shall provide to the Secretary General of the USSF an annual report on the activities of the WASA and most current annual financial statements within 90 days after the start of the USSF’s seasonal year.

Section 4040.10 (Change Submission)  The WASA will (A) provide annually to the USSF copies of the WASA’s constitution, bylaws, and other governing documents, and (B) submit changes to those documents to the USSF for approval not later than 90 days after adoption, and (C) make copies of those documents available to its members.

Section 4040.11 (Equitable Treatment) The WASA will provide equitable and prompt hearing and appeal procedures to guarantee the rights of individuals to participate and compete.  Those procedures shall include that all grievances involving the right to participate and compete in activities sponsored by the USSF and the WASA and its members may be appealed to the USSF’s Appeals Committee which shall have jurisdiction to approve, modify, or reverse a decision.

Section 4040.12 (Tax Exemption) The WASA shall maintain its tax exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code, as amended.

Section 4040.13 (Abuse Policy)  The WASA shall adopt policies prohibiting sexual and physical abuse that meet certain minimum criteria established by USSF, subject only to any contrary requirements contained in state or local law applicable to the WASA.

Section 4040.14 (Review) The WASA will allow the USSF to review the documents and procedures of the WASA, on request of the USSF not less than once every 4 years, to determine compliance with the USSF’s by-laws.

ARTICLE 4041 AMENDMENTS                       
Amendments to the Constitution, Rules and By-Laws of this Association shall be made only at the Annual meeting and by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members present.  Proposed amendments must be submitted in writing to the Secretary of this Association at least one month in advance of the annual meeting. Each member shall be given ten (10) days notice in writing of the proposed amendment.

WISCONSIN CHALLENGE CUP

OWNERSHIP 
This cup, emblematic of the state championship and called the Wisconsin Challenge Cup, is the property of the Wisconsin Soccer Association, Inc.  Its custodian is the Secretary of this Association.

ELIGIBILITY 
Only teams affiliated with this Association are eligible to compete.

ENTRIES 
The deadline date for entries and entry fee shall be determined by the Executive Committee.

PLAYER REGISTRATION 
Player registration is governed by the existing rules of this Association.

JURISDICTION 
The Cup Commissioner shall have the complete control over all matters pertaining to this competition.  The Wisconsin Challenge Cup shall be held on a weekend determined by the Cup Commissioner.

PAIRING 
The knockout system shall be used in this competition.

DURATION OF GAME 

Should any game end in a tie, the game shall be decided by the rules for kicks from the penalty mark.            (8-26-95)

REPLAYED GAMES 
Only those players certified on the referee's signup sheet shall be eligible to play in postponed, drawn or replayed matches.  Postponed, drawn or replayed games must be played at the earliest possible date.  In the replay, the traveling club becomes the home team.

NO GRACE PERIOD 
The referee must start the game on scheduled time without a grace period.

DISTRIBUTION OF GATE RECEIPTS 
After field rent and referee's fees have been deducted from the gross gate, the balance shall be equally divided among the Association and each competing team.  In the event of a deficit, the expenses shall be shared equally.  If a match is postponed, the expense shall be paid out of the receipts of the rescheduled match.
PROTESTS AND APPEALS
Protests and appeals shall be governed by the rules of this Association.

CUP POSSESSION 
The winner of this competition shall receive a Wisconsin Challenge Cup trophy.    (8-26-95)

UNSPECIFIED MATTERS
The Board of Commissioners is fully empowered to decide all matters not covered in these rules.              
  (8-26-95)

AMENDMENTS 
Amendments shall be made as provided for in Article IX of the By-Laws of this Association.
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